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1. Provide a platform for networking, resource mobilization and
advocacy to transform universities for relevance towards
inclusive sustainable development

2. Rationalize resource use and enhance economies of scale and
scope

3. Provide a platform for training quality graduates to support
development processes in Africa

RUFORUM Founded in 2004 by 10 African Vice 
Chancellors to:
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Government

From 10 to 163 universities in Africa

2004 2022
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IN PERSPECTIVE

✓ 7 Prominent & Essential 
Roleplayers that each 
perform a range of 
Functions
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IN PERSPECTIVE

✓ 7 Roleplayers x 7 Functions
✓ 49 Possible Permutations
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✓ Venture Capital
✓ Loans
✓ Bursaries & Grants
✓ Finance
✓ Stipends
✓ Investments
✓ Corporate Spending 

Innovations (CSI) Spend

✓Policy & Legislation
✓Governance, Co-Ownership 

& Accountability
✓Collective Discontent with 

Status Quo
✓ Enabling Leadership
✓ Social Norms

✓ Entrepreneurial Mindset
Attributes

✓Business Skills
✓ Employability & Workplace 

Readiness Skills
✓ Technology Skills
✓Vocational & Artisan Skills

✓ Internships
✓ Learnerships
✓ Full & Part-Time 

Employment
✓ Self-Employment
✓ Job Shadowing
✓Holiday Work

✓Physical Infrastructure
✓Accelerators & Incubators
✓Professional Services
✓Operational Support 

services
✓ Ideation Platform 

✓ Local Market Size
✓Distribution Channels
✓ Supply Chains / Market 

Access
✓ Existing Networks & 

Network / Market 
Expansion

✓Business Advisors
✓ Life Coaching
✓Workplace Orientation
✓Vocational & Artisan 

Guidance
✓ Local Hero Stories & 

Lessons
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✓Media (Local & National)
✓Business Chambers
✓ Investors & Financial 

Institutions
✓Networks
✓Ambassador's & Influencers
✓ Thought Leaders

✓Municipality (LED)
✓Dep of Education
✓Dep of Social Development
✓Dep of Health
✓Dep of Agriculture
✓Dep of Economic 

Development, etc.

✓ Retail
✓ Services
✓ Agriculture
✓ Mining
✓ Manufacturing
✓ Tourism
✓ Information Technology (IT), etc.

✓ Locally Operational
✓National Institutions

✓ Social Entrepreneurs✓ Private Providers
✓ Primary & Secondary Schools
✓ Early Childhood Development 

(ECDs)
✓ Technical Vocational Education 

and Training (TVET) Colleges
✓ Universities
✓ Agencies, etc.

✓ Small Enterprise Development Agency 
(SEDA)

✓ National Youth Development Agency (NYDA)
✓ International Data Corporation (IDC)
✓ National Empowerment Fund (NEF)
✓ National Lotteries Commission (NLC)
✓ National Student Financial Aid Scheme 

(NSFAS)
✓ Small Enterprise Finance Agency (SEFA), 

etc.

✓ Local
✓National
✓ International

✓ Foundations, Corporations, 
Businesses
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Thank you

This series of events is organised by PAFO and COLEAD. 
COLEAD operates within the framework of development cooperation 

between the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) 
and the European Union.
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