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THE ROLE OF ICQRF

IN THE ITALIAN OFFICIAL CONTROL SYSTEMS

Salvatore Alberino

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBi3LE44S0Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBi3LE44S0Y
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The ICQRF Department is the technical control body of

the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forests

for the quality and labelling of the products (including

processed products) and technical means of production

(such as plant protection products, feed, seeds, etc.)

WHO IS THE ICQRF ?



ICQRF

IS IN 
CHARGE 

OF

Carrying out Official Controls according to (EU) Reg. No. 2017/625

Police under the coordination of a Public Prosecutor

Issuing fines or other sanctions as result of inspection or analyses findings 

Authorizing and supervising control bodies for certificating  foodstuffs as protected

designation of origin (PDO), protected geographical indication (PGI) and Organic.

Contrasting unfair trading practices (between buyers and suppliers)

The ICQRF's responsibilities in a brief
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B2C B2B



ICQRF ORGANIZATION

At central level, the Department consists of 

three Directorates-General

At local level, it has 11 decentralised 

inspection offices and 21 local units. 

ICQRF has also its own laboratories network, 

of 6 accredited chemical laboratories.

Actually 816 employees, in the next future 1,100
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“Controls”

The annual official controls program and the risk analysis

The number of controls are established every year

for each local offices and in each sector.

In addition, the number of controls are established

specific control programs in particular sectors, in

relation to specific legislation that assigns the

competence for official controls to ICQRF, or due

to particular market circumstances
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“Controls”

Internationally, at the EU and non-EU level:

▪ By working as Italian ex officio Authority in the framework of the EU co-operation for the

protection of PDO and PGI foodstuffs (Regulation EU n. 1151/2012)

▪ By working as Italian Liaison Body in the framework of the EU co-operation for the wine sector

(Regulation EU n. 2018/273)

▪ By working as Italian Food Fraud/Administrative Assistance Contact Point in the framework of

the EU co-operation for official controls (Regulation UE n. 2017/625)
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“Controls”

ICQRF operates on a planning basis, in compliance with the provisions of Reg. (EU) No 2017/625 on food and feed controls

Specifically, performs official controls:

▪ on operators on a risk basis (art. 9)

▪ on goods at any stage of production, processing, distribution and use (art. 10)

▪ with a high level of transparency, making available to the public, relevant information concerning the organisation and 

the performance of official controls (art.11)

▪ with documented control procedures (art.12)

▪ drawing up written records of official control (art. 13)

▪ adopting appropriate techniques an methods (art. 14)
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Procedure for each sector

contain instructions and 

check-list for staff performing 

official controls
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The controls can be: 

analytical
documental

physical 
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Online
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Traceability and origin - tools:

▪ Telematic registers (olive oil and wine) : through the lot indicated on the label of 

the products found on the shelf, it is possible to check the packaging operations and 

the characteristics of the product (Traceability checks)

▪ NMR analysis: The ICQRF in collaboration with the E. Mach Foundation is

implementing a database based on isotopic analysis for the verification of the

geographical origin of certain products (wine, orange juice, tomato juice, PDO olive

oil, PDO cheese)
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▪ By implementing and checking the e-wine and e-olive oil registers;

▪ By checking the designation, presentation, advertisements, labeling devices

of food products marketed on Internet, to combat the illicit use of Italian

PDOs/PGIs both on the internal and external market and the so-called Italian

sounding phenomenon.

Reports to foreign Authorities are sent through the European Administrative

Assistance and Cooperation Network (AAC) Agri-Food Fraud Network (FFN)

System.

▪ By co-operating with the main marketplace with specific Memorandum of

Understanding.
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Online:

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiX5r7i1prXAhWKOBQKHUPNB9sQjRwIBw&url=https://it.dreamstime.com/fotografia-stock-libera-da-diritti-uomo-d-che-lavora-al-computer-image39800035&psig=AOvVaw2HsJE7JA4XzBqrWoIS0fqU&ust=1509532925573726


Extra Virgin Olive Oil marketed on the web by a Swiss operator with illicit references to EVO Riviera Ligure DOP

Examples of  protection of  Made in 

Italy in the world and on the web
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GOUDA; PARMESAN; FETA CHEESEKIT – We protect all PDO/PGI - INSERTION REMOVED

Examples of  protection of  Made in 

Italy in the world and on the web
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Vinegar marketed on the web by a German operator with illicit references to Balsamic Vinegar of Modena PGI
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Examples of  protection of  Made in 

Italy in the world and on the web
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Any relationship that an enterprise has with its suppliers for procurement,

production planning, placed at different points in the production chain before

the finished product reaches the final consumer

Business to Business 

(B2B)
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❖ Non-compliance with the agreements after the collection and storage of agricultural products.

❖ Non-payment of supplies as agreed in the contract and in any case in compliance with the deadlines.

❖ Absence of written contracts. 

❖ Return of unsold goods without payment to the supplier.

UNFAIR PRACTICES

Some cases founded
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UNFAIR PRACTICES
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Thank you for your attention
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s.alberino@masaf.gov.it



The OECD-COLEAD Fruits and Vegetables Industry Series focuses on market access conditions and opportunities for the fruit and vegetable sector, especially for fruit and vegetables producers and exporters from ACP-countries. This activity is supported by the Fit For Market Plus 
programme, implemented by COLEAD within the Framework of Development Cooperation between the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) and the European Union.
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