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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY RURAL WOMEN?

Living conditions

and livelihoods

Agricultural
activities in
. which they are
There is no engaged

single type of

rural woman

Social

organisation

Diversity and Non-agricultural
intersectionalities activities




WHAT DO WE MEAN BY RURAL WOMEN?

Intersectionalities

The Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW)
Discrimination against women on the
basis of sex and gender, linked to
factors such as:

-Race -Ethnicity -Health -Age
-Religion or belief
-Status -Class
-Sexual orientation

-Gender identity.

Socio-economic
situation

Age

Sexual
orientation

Nationality

Educational
level
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WHAT ARE THE ROLES OF RURAL WOMEN IN LATIN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN TODAY?

Set of activities, landscapes and actors, private and public, linked to the production, transformation,
distribution, trade, consumption and discarding of food.
They include agricultural, industrial and service activities that complement and depend on each other.

Seed protection,

Present in all They are part of

lant :
stages, sectors P~ ensuring food
S cultivation, food »
and activities of . and nutrition
: production, .
agri-food : security in the
animal :
systems. Americas.
management

Women, Youth and the Transformation of the Agrifood System / Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, Elisa Guarana de Castro and Luiza Dulci. - San José, C.R.: IICA, 2021.




WHAT IS THE SITUATION OF RURAL WOMEN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN?

Absence of spaces
for participation
in decision
making

Patriarchal
cultural patterns

Concentration of
power

Socio-
economic

inequality

Sexual division
of labour

Structural nodes
Financial
resources

and
credits

Informal
jobs

Opportuni- -
ties for Limitations

entrepren- Oon access
eurship

Own elaboration based on ECLAC. Participation of women in the agricultural and agri-food sector in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2021
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https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/document/files/presentacion_agg_dag-cepal_cumbre_cafe_121121.pdf

WHAT IS THE SITUATION OF RURAL WOMEN IN LATIN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN?

Latin America and the Caribbean have 58 million rural women, 17 million are registered as
economically active and only 4.5 million are considered agricultural producers.

Women in rural areas have the worst rates of employment and access to basic services, and
are predominate in informal, low-quality and lower-paying jobs.

If rural women producers had the same access to productive and financial resources as
rural men, their crop yields would increase by 20-30%.

If women produced under the same conditions as rural men, there would be a 12-
17% reduction in hunger. Globally, women account for 43% of the agricultural labour
force.

In the case of young women, they work more hours in total, but fewer paid hours, so
they often have no income of their own, which makes them more economically
dependent on their father, brothers or partner; which in many cases leads to situations
of abuse and control, and other expressions of violence.

(IICA. Luchadoras, 2019)




HOW HAS COVID-19 AFFECTED RURAL WOMEN IN
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN?

In the rural areas of the Region, before the pandemic, there were
an estimated 40.9 million workers and 22.6 million women

workers.

During the period of confinement, 38% of women lost the

possibility to go out to work compared to 20% of men.

(Gutiérrez, Martin and Nopo, 2020).

ECLAC. Women's participation in the agricultural and agri-food sector in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2021

Extreme poverty in rural areas could
reach 42 per cent, an unprecedented
tigure. There would be 10 million rural
inhabitants - almost 6 million of them
women - who would enter a situation
where income is not even sufficient to

cover basic food needs.

(FAO, 2020a).



https://www.cepal.org/sites/default/files/document/files/presentacion_agg_dag-cepal_cumbre_cafe_121121.pdf

Forum of Ministers, Vice-
Ministers and High Authorities

Reducing Gaps and
Intersectional Inequalities

(Resolution 534)

Increasing the participation
of rural women and youth
in decision making

Vision and strategic
technical cooperation
actions

Support for regional
agendas

Support for public policy

development

Technical contributions
within IICA

GENDER EQUALITY AND YOUTH
PROGRAMME

Transformative purpose

Intersectionality;,
indusion and

diversity




HOW DO WE PROMOTE RURAL WOMEN'S
PARTICIPATION IN BUSINESS?

Generating Accessing markets,
conditions of care Understanding understanding
from the public intersectionalities their
and private sectors characteristics

Capacity building:
business plans,
empowerment

Supporting states

in the generation Partnership-

of new-generation network
public policies
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HOW DO WE PROMOTE RURAL WOMEN'S
PARTICIPATION IN BUSINESS?

2Mujeres
§ Rurlales e EN Institutionalv  [E] News and events v

The Hemispheric Community of Rural Youth

//[4@ ggjalﬁni&es Rurles (CHJR) i a virtual space provided to young people
J from the Americas that seeks to enhance skills

and participation as agents of change to improve

agri-food systems.
Start

Community

Connected
we grow more

Sow ) hemispheric community of
Tovat ) Rural Youth
Harvest
Contact

Get into

= Espafiol de Costa

: ; Rica
E-Learning Plataform Register
Virtual education platform developed by lICA Get to know it! We invite you to be part of the Rural Women platform to access

< Connected youth for the well-being of
exclusive content

the rurality of all

https://mujeresrurales.iica.int/ https://juventudesrurales.iica.int/en/




Improving the economy with equal opportunities ensures a better distribution
of wealth and the consequent closing of gaps that threaten food and nutrition
security and threaten to increase poverty and all expressions of inequality:

(IICA, Luchadoras, 2019)

EQUALITY EQUITY
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ANNEX 1: WHAT IS THE SITUATION OF RURAL
WOMEN IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN?

WORK In 7 of the 11 countries analyzed, women employed in agriculture and livestock have
PROPORTION OF WOMEN WORKING IN access to social security in a lower proportion than men.
AGRICULTURE BY COUNTRY INCOME LEVEL ) ) ) , _ .
Latin America (11 countries): Proportion of people employed in the Agriculture and

Livestock sector that contribute to or are affiliated to a social security system, by sex,

Low income | 64% 2018 (by percentage)
Lower middle income | 42%

Middle income | 28% 80
Upper middle income | 18% 2 70,1
High income | 2%

64,0
60
50 46,4
39,2
o 40
50 305
64% o g
215
20 17,6 18,5
12,4 10693 91 11,4
10 : 14 53 : 65
3,0 = 35 38 37
L) *Data from 2019 l 1,0 & .
0 —m Hm m | =

Agriculture remains the most important employment sector Argentina Bolivia, EP. Chile Colombia Ecuador Honduras México Per El Salvador Uruguay |\ Rep.Dominicana
for women living in developing countries and rural areas, a = Men = Women
sector that largely belongs to the informal economy, with
little or no level of social protection and labor rights.

A
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205

meemeumees - Fuente: Comisién Econémica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL), sobre la base de informacidn del Banco de Datos de Encuestas de Hogares (BADEHOG) y matrices de insumo-producto
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CONSEQUENCES

Worse standard of living; lower wages and worse health; limited access to social services;
little chance of social advancement; absence of a collective voice and mediation.

Updated in October 2021 L . . . . . .
ECLAC. Women's participation in the agricultural and agri-food sector in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2021

https://www.unwomen.org/es/digital-
library/multimedia/2018/2/infographic-rural-women



https://www.unwomen.org/es/digital-library/multimedia/2018/2/infographic-rural-women
https://www.unwomen.org/es/digital-library/multimedia/2018/2/infographic-rural-women
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ANNEX 2: WHAT IS THE SITUATION OF RURAL
WOMEN IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN?

PROCISUR )
Progrevs Coopere(ne pass of Doarmade kxu(g-/
Apsakmerteris y Agoveskairial del Coo Sov

l1l. Care Work

Unpaid care in rural and urban areas:

Expressed in weekly hours, the differences in indicated countries:
1.Brasil: 21,5vs 25,3 (17,67% more hours in rural areas)
2.Colombia: 32,3 vs 42,2 (30,65% more hours in rural areas)
3.Costa Rica: 37,4 vs 44,8 (19,78% more hours in rural areas)

] 4.Ecuador: 35,5vs 42,4 (19,43% more hours in rural areas)

Changlng 5.El Salvador: 35,8 vs 43,5 (21,50% more hours in rural areas)

€economic 6.Guatemala: 31,2 vs 35,5 (13,78% more hours in rural areas)

7.Honduras: 31,7 vs 31,9 (6,3% more hours in rural areas)
8.Paraguay: 33,6 vs 26.2 (20% more hours in rural areas)
9.Pert: 37 vs 48,5 (31,08% more hours in rural areas)

e 10.Rep. Dominicana:30,9 vs 34,3 (11% more hours in rural areas)

Caribbean (CEPAL), The
autonomy of women in changing
economic scenarios

(LCICRM. 14/3), Santiago, 2019.

The autonomy
of women in

scenarios II

Course taught at PROCISUR by Mariana Stegagnini - August 2022

Access to credit limited data

Low coverage of women farmers, with a
variation between 4% and 13% of women with
access to credit, according to records from Peru,

Ecuador, Nicaragua, Brazil and Chile.
What makes it difficult for women to access
credit is the fact that their main productive
activities are for self~-consumption and do not

generate direct monetary income.
(Nobre et al., 2017).

ECLAC. Women's participation in the agricultural and agri-food sector in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2021
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Thank you

This series of events is organised by IICA and COLEAD.

COLEAD operates within the framework of development cooperation
between the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS)
and the European Union (European Development Fund — EDF).
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