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AFRIPI'S ROLE 

▪ AfrIPI's overall objective is to facilitate intra-African trade and
investment between Africa and Europe.

▪ In particular, it aims to create, protect, use, administer and enforce
intellectual property rights in Africa, in support of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the African Union's
Agenda 2063, and in line with international best practice.



Intellectual Property Rights and Innovation in Africa (AfrIPI)

▪ Project overview :

▪ Project duration: five years (2020 - 2025)

▪ Close cooperation with local stakeholders: ARIPO, OAPI, African Union 

Requested by the States 



DPI = ENHANCING HUMAN GENIUS   

Protect the work (copyright)

Protect know-how/process (patents, plant breeders' rights)

Protecting reputation (trademarks, GIs)

Protecting external appearance (Designs) 



OPPORTUNITIES TO COMBINE GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS AND 
TRADEMARKS 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMBINING GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS AND INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS  

Certain designs protected by Industrial 
Designs and Copyright 

"Baule loincloth: protected by 
a GI  



OPPORTUNITIES TO COMBINE GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS AND PATENTS   

Patented monk's head 
machine

IGP Tête de moine 



COMBINATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS AND PLANT VARIETY    

Variety(ies) developed for 
more intensive coffee 
production with fewer losses 
due to disease and pests. 

Coffee Kenya, So rich, So Kenyan  



OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS     

Limoges porcelain 

Attiéké from Ivory Coast 



OTHER POSSIBLE ENHANCEMENT TOOLS    

Label benin 

Solidarity market in 
Casablanca  



CREATION OF 
RESTAURANTS 

Every month, they organize 
a special Friday to showcase 
local cuisine and a GI market. 



NB: SUBTLE USURPATION FLATTERY AND VIGILANCE?



POSSIBLE CONFLICT OF PRIORITIES BETWEEN FLATTERY AND 
VIGILANCE 

Tips: determine what %age is necessary to avoid distorting the
typicality of the product. Sometimes it's the contractors who use
these products who can account for this:
▪ Specifications (beyond the harmonization of practices, see

below - prospective studies AfrIPI
▪ Guidelines
▪ Authorization and blacklist system
▪ Negotiations with retailers (no examples yet)
▪ Number for consumers who observe dubious or even

fraudulent usage



SOCIAL CONTROL

A Number to 
report illegal use 
of "Faso Dan Fani



▪ Beyond the success factors, the number 1 success factor is thinking outside the 
box. 

▪







Thank you

This event was organised by the Fit For Market Plus programme, implemented by COLEAD within the framework of 
Development cooperation between the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), and the 

European Union (EU).

This publication has been produced with the financial support of the EU and the OACPS. Its contents are the sole 
responsibility of COLEAD and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the EU or the 

OACPS.
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