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The 

SUCCESSION, CLIMAX 

AND DYING FOREST

The Intelligence of Nature continuously moves 

systems from Simple to Complex

We cannot fight it. How do we harness it?



INCREASE COMPLEXITY WITHIN 
YOUR SOIL

• Feed your system not 
your plants

• Mulch heavily

• Prune frequently

• Encourage fungal 
networks

• Eliminate chemicals



PESTS OR OPTIMIZERS?

All life seeks to move a system 
from simple to complex. 

There are no pests in an 
ecosystem, only optimizers

‘Pests’ signify an imbalance in 
the system that need to be 
rectified

 Too much light or too little 
light

 Too many or a lack of 
certain nutrients in the soil

 Too much or too little water

 Old or weak plants

 Plants growing in sub 
optimal conditions



WEEDS: A PLANT IN THE WRONG PLACE!

Weeds are a response an 
imbalance in the system.

• Too much light 

• Poor soil

• Too many nutrients

Solutions to consider

• Statification and 
pruning to control light

• Building soil organic 
matter 

• Reducing external inputs



WHAT IS YOUR PERSONAL ROLE IN THE ECOSYSTEM?

HOW ARE YOU MOVING THE ECOSYSTEM FROM SIMPLE 
TO COMPLEX?

www.wasamakipermaculture.org

Fb @wasamakipermaculture

Instagram @wasamakipermaculture 

http://www.wasamakipermaculture.org/


Thank you

This event was organised by the Fit For Market Plus programme, implemented by COLEAD 
within the framework of Development cooperation between the Organisation of African, 

Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), and the European Union (EU). 

This publication has been produced with the financial support of the EU and the OACPS. 
Its contents are the sole responsibility of COLEAD and can under no circumstances be 

regarded as reflecting the position of the EU or the OACPS.
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